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ARDEC Fuze Division where supported the 
development and production of multiple fuze 
programs. Notably, he made essential con-
tributions to warfighter battle command train-
ing exercises. 

I ask that we take a moment to recognize 
Mr. John Masly for his exceptional life of serv-
ice and his significant contributions to our na-
tion. We should ever be grateful for men and 
women like him and hope that his contribu-
tions and dedication inspire others to do the 
same. 
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COMMEMORATING ILLINOIS’ 18TH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, as we rec-
ognize National Catholic Schools Week of 
2019, I would like to recognize all the Catholic 
schools and parishes in the 18th Congres-
sional District of Illinois and across the nation 
that will be participating in this year’s activities. 
This week, over six thousand Catholic schools 
will host more than two million students to cel-
ebrate this year’s theme: ‘‘Learn. Serve. Lead. 
Succeed.’’ 

As a graduate of St. Anne Grade School in 
East Moline, Illinois and Spalding Catholic 
High School in Peoria, Illinois, it is my privi-
lege to celebrate with Catholic schools across 
my District. The education and religious values 
that these institutions instill serve as a strong 
foundation for a devoted relationship with God 
and inform our daily lives with lessons of faith. 

This week we recognize the value Catholic 
education provides to young people and its 
contributions to Church, communities, and the 
nation. I would like to formally recognize the 
Catholic Schools in Illinois’ 18th Congressional 
District celebrating this week: 

St. Edward Catholic—Chillicothe; Our Sav-
iour—Jacksonville; Blessed Sacrament—Quin-
cy; Holy Cross Catholic—Mendota; St. Patrick 
Catholic—Springfield; Carroll Catholic—Lin-
coln; St. Patrick Catholic—Washington; St. 
Mary’s—Bloomington; Holy Family Parish— 
Peoria; St. Philomena—Peoria; Corpus Chris-
ti—Bloomington; Epiphany Catholic—Normal; 
Routt Catholic High—Jacksonville; Quincy 
Notre Dame High—Quincy; Christ the King— 
Springfield; St. Vincent de Paul Catholic—Pe-
oria; Peoria Notre Dame High—Peoria; St. 
Mary’s Grade School—Metamora; St. Mary’s 
Catholic—Kickapoo; Central Catholic High— 
Bloomington; Little Flower Catholic—Spring-
field; Blessed Sacrament Catholic—Morton; 
St. Thomas the Apostle—Peoria Heights; St. 
Agnes—Springfield; St. Paul Catholic— 
Macomb; Sts. Peter & Paul—Nauvoo; St. Jude 
Catholic—Peoria; St. Peter—Quincy; St. Jo-
seph Catholic—Pekin; St. Francis Solanus— 
Quincy; St. Aloysius—Springfield; St. 
Dominic—Quincy; St. Mary—Mt. Sterling; St. 
Mark Catholic—Peoria. 

While we reflect this week on the impact 
that our schools have had on our spiritual 
growth, let us also recognize the contributions 
that the National Catholic Educational Asso-
ciation continually provides for our commu-
nities. Once again, I am pleased to com-
memorate the 2019 National Catholic Schools 

Week and I look forward to many more years 
of continued success and celebration. 
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TRIBUTE TO COMMAND CHIEF 
MASTER SERGEANT ERICKA E. 
KELLY 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, today I 
wish to recognize Command Chief Master 
Sergeant Ericka E. Kelly, upon her retirement 
after 32 years of distinguished military service 
to our great Nation in the United States Air 
Force and Air Force Reserve. 

Chief Kelly’s career culminated with her final 
assignment as both the Senior Enlisted Advi-
sor to the Chief of the Air Force Reserve, 
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Washington, 
D.C., and Command Chief of the Air Force 
Reserve Command, Robins Air Force Base, 
Georgia. Chief Kelly represents the highest 
enlisted executive level of leadership in Air 
Force Reserve Command and advises the 
commander on all issues regarding the readi-
ness, training, welfare, morale, proper utiliza-
tion and progress of more than 55,000 en-
listed Citizen Airmen. She also provides direc-
tion to the Reserve force and represents their 
interests at all levels of government to other 
military branches and in joint strategic and 
operational war-fighting environments. 

Chief Master Sergeant Kelly came from ex-
ceptionally humble beginnings in Guatemala 
and overcame extreme adversity to achieve 
her American dream. Immigrating to the 
United States at the age of 12, she had to 
work full-time to help support her family before 
finishing high school at night to earn her di-
ploma. Knowing from a young age she wanted 
to serve in our nation’s military, her dogged 
determination is the epitome of personal resil-
ience. 

Chief Kelly’s career began in the medical 
field as a medical services specialist. Recog-
nizing her talents, the Air Force challenged 
her through increased responsibilities and she 
continued to grow and excel as an 
aeromedical evacuation crew member with 
over 1,400 flight hours on various airframes. 
Chief Kelly has deployed numerous times in 
support of contingency operations around the 
world including Restore Hope and Operations 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. 

In addition to her military service, Chief 
Kelly has more than 20 years of government, 
management and law enforcement experi-
ence. She has served as a field agent and 
criminal investigator for the Department of 
Justice in numerous agencies including the 
Office of Professional Responsibility. She is 
also a John Maxwell certified speaker, coach 
and trainer. 

Throughout her tenure, Chief Kelly has been 
instrumental in advocating for Reservists 
across the globe and strengthening the total 
force team. She has ensured Air Force Re-
serve interests and total force solutions were 
highlighted and incorporated into decisions 
made at the highest levels of the Air Force 
guaranteeing Air Force Reserve Airmen were 
ready to answer our nation’s call. 

Due to Chief Master Sergeant Ericka Kelly’s 
visionary leadership, foresight and ceaseless 

efforts, the Air Force, the Department of De-
fense, and the Nation will long reap the bene-
fits of her many years of service. It is experi-
enced, dedicated, professional Citizen Airmen 
like Chief Master Sergeant Kelly who make 
the Department of Defense and the Air Force 
Reserve the outstanding institutions that they 
are today. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress and a grateful Nation, I ex-
tend our deepest appreciation to Chief Master 
Sergeant Ericka E. Kelly for her many years of 
dedicated service. There is no question the Air 
Force, Department of Defense, and the United 
States benefited greatly from Chief Kelly’s vi-
sionary leadership, planning and foresight, and 
we wish her the very best. 
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RECOGNIZING CHIEF JEREMY 
DESSELLIER FOR HIS LEADER-
SHIP AND HEROISM 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 29, 2019 

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, it’s my 
honor to recognize Chief Jeremy Dessellier of 
the Hubbell Fire Department for his leadership 
and heroism following the 2018 Father’s Day 
flooding in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan. 
Through his actions, Chief Dessellier has 
shown himself to be selfless, courageous, and 
an indispensable part of Michigan’s First Dis-
trict. 

During the 2018 Father’s Day weekend, 
multiple rounds of heavy rain fell across much 
of the Upper Peninsula. Almost 7 inches of 
rain came down on the Keweenaw Peninsula 
overnight, creating flash floods that washed 
out roads, destroyed homes, and caused mas-
sive damage to the area. A state of disaster 
was declared as the community came together 
to rescue those in danger and begin recovery 
efforts. Local first responders joined with state 
officials, the Red Cross, and hundreds of vol-
unteers to help the region rebuild. 

In the days and weeks following the flood-
ing, the leadership of Chief Dessellier was crit-
ical to the success of these efforts. He took 
calls and meetings with residents, organized 
supplies, led volunteers, and went above and 
beyond the call of duty to ensure the health 
and well-being of those in his fire precinct and 
beyond. Under his leadership, volunteers were 
able to ensure the safety of community mem-
bers and move significant amounts of earth 
and water from local homes and streets. The 
heroic actions of Chief Dessellier and his vol-
unteers serve as an inspiration for those in 
Michigan’s First District. His devotion to public 
duty has touched the lives of countless 
Michiganders, and the impact of his heroism 
cannot be overstated. 

Madam Speaker, it’s my honor to recognize 
Chief Jeremy Dessellier for his exceptional 
leadership and heroism. Michiganders can 
take great pride in knowing the First District is 
home to such a selfless and courageous indi-
vidual. On behalf of my constituents, I wish 
Chief Dessellier all the best in his future en-
deavors. 
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